
                  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Happy New Year! 
 

I hope everyone had a safe and happy 
holiday season.  At this time of year, 
MACPO committees are busy with 
several projects.  The MACPO/MCA 
Winter Conference is scheduled for 
February 16th & 17th at the St. Cloud 
Holiday Inn. The agenda looks great and 
it promises to be an informative training.  
The spring conference at Ruttger’s is 
just around the corner. Mark your calendars for May 25th- 27th.   
Student scholarships are available for both conferences that 
include registration and rooms and meals.  If you have interns or 
know of a student that may be interested, encourage them to 
apply. 
 

The 2005 legislative session has begun and that means we all 
need to be aware of who our legislators are and where they stand 
on the issues.   MACPO’s annual Capitol Day is scheduled for 
February 23, 2005 from 7:00 – 9:00 a.m. at the Kelly Inn in St. 
Paul.   I realize that this event is held at an early hour, but it  is 
the best time to gather legislators together. It is extremely 
important that MACPO members attend Capitol Day, as it 
provides an excellent opportunity for us to meet with our 
legislators and share our issues with them.  Please attend.   More 
information can be found in this newsletter and on the website or 
you can contact Steve Paquay, Legislative Committee Chair,  for 
more information. 
 

The MACPO Executive Board recently established a retiree rate 
for probation agents and other correctional professionals that 
have retired from corrections but may want to stay involved in 
the organization.  The rate for retirees is $10/year (memberships 
run May – May). Please contact Amy Hertzog or Darnell 
Brethorst for more information.   
 

The Executive Board is also starting to look ahead to 2006, and 
is exploring location and training options for future conferences.  
As always, we encourage  member involvement and committees  
always appreciate new members, so don’t hesitate to call myself 
or any committee chair for more information or to join a 
committee.  
 

Have a wonderful 2005! 
 

Melanie Courrier, President 
Minnesota Association of County Probation Officers 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
  
  
  
  
    
  
  
  
  
On October 6, 2004, Ms. Louise Pargeter of the 
Yellowknife Parole Office in Canda was found dead in 
the apartment of her offender, Eli Ulayuk.  This was the 
first visit by the agent to this 
offender’s home.  The offender 
was on parole for a  
1990 manslaughter conviction.  
Records show Ms. Pargeter 
recommended revocation of the 
defendant’s parole status in 
2001.   
 
Ulayuk has been charged with the murder of the 36-year-old 
woman and is currently in the court system awaiting trial. 
 
"This is the first case of a parole officer being killed in the 
community performing their public safety duties - a tragedy 
we never want to see repeated," Don Head, acting 
commissioner of the Correctional Service of Canada, said  
 

in a statement.  
 
"We are taking immediate, additional steps to enhance the 
safety of our staff."  Two staff members, rather than one, 
will now be assigned when visiting parolees with violent 
histories for the first three months of their supervision. 
After three months, a reassessment will be made to 
determine how to proceed thereafter. 
 
Police will also be notified prior to home visits in remote 
areas and training will be improved for parole officers. 
"We will ensure our staff have the tools, the training and 
the support they need to perform this essential community   

service safely."  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

FFrroomm……  TTHHEE  PPRREESSIIDDEENNTT  

IInnssiiddee  tthhiiss  IIssssuuee::  
  

WWhhaatt’’ss  nneeww::      TTeeeenn  DDrruugg  UUssee  DDeecclliinneess  
  MMeenn  aanndd  MMeetthh  
  SSttaattiissttiiccss  ooff  IInntteerreesstt  
  

PPiiccttuurreess::    CCoouunnttyy  HHiigghhlliigghhtt--  OOtttteerrttaaiill  CCoouunnttyy  
                                    PPrroobbaattiioonn  PPaarrttnneerrss  ––  TThhiissttlleeddeeww  CCaammpp  
                                    CCoommmmiitttteeee  rreeppoorrttss  aanndd  TTrraaiinniinngg                              
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MACPO President 
Melanie Courrier 
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Falling to levels not seen in nearly a decade, past-month 
illicit drug use among the Nation's youth declined by 11 
percent--from 19.4 to 17.3 percent--between 2001 and 2003, 
according to the newly released 2003 Monitoring the Future 
(MTF) survey.  

 

Key substance use patterns that emerged between 2001 
and 2003 are as follows:  
 

 Cigarettes. Lifetime and past-month use of cigarettes 
declined among 8th-, 10th-, and 12th-graders. Lifetime 
cigarette use dropped 17 percent, from 49.1 to 40.9 
percent, and past-month use fell 18 percent, from 20.3 
to 16.6 percent.  

 Alcohol. The use of alcohol also declined. Past-year 
and past-month use each declined 7 percent, from 58.4 
to 54.6 percent and 35.7 to 33.3 percent, respectively.  

 Marijuana. Use of marijuana declined significantly. 
Past-month use declined 11 percent, from 16.6 to 14.8 
percent; past-year use also declined 11 percent, from 
27.5 to 24.5 percent; and lifetime use declined 8.2 
percent from 35.3 to 32.4 percent. Among all three 
grades, students' perceived risk of using marijuana 
increased markedly.  

 Amphetamines. These substances have been the 
second-most commonly used illicit drug among youth, 
but their use also dropped in the last 2 years. Lifetime 
use fell 15 percent--from 13.9 to 11.8 percent. Both 
past-year and past-month use fell as well, from 9.6 to 
8.0 percent and from 4.7 to 3.9 percent, respectively.  

 LSD and Ecstasy (MDMA). Students' use of 
hallucinogens LSD and ecstasy plummeted between 
2001 and 2003. Lifetime use of LSD fell 43 percent, 
from 6.6 to 3.7 percent, and past-year and past-month 
use both dropped by nearly two-thirds. Lifetime use of 
ecstasy dropped 32 percent, with past-year and past-
month use cut in half, from 6.1 to 3.1 percent and 2.4 to 
1.1 percent, respectively.  

 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  
  
  

  
  
  
  
Otter Tail County has a population of 57,159 year round 
residents and is the eighth largest (area) County in 
Minnesota.  We have 1048 lakes making us a prime 
vacation destination for people from all over the United 
States.  Now you ask, why start our County highlight 
with this information?  It’s because the best part of 
working for Otter Tail County Court Services is that it 
allows us to live in one of the premier areas of 
Minnesota.  
 

The Court Services Department is a Chapter 244 County 
Probation System made up of eleven staff members.  We 
have four Support Staff, one Community Services 
Specialist, and six Probation Officers.  Due to the large 
geographic area that we cover, we have one Support Staff 
and two Probation Officers located in our New York 
Mills office with the balance of the staff located in 
Fergus Falls.   
 

Otter Tail County Court Services provides corrections 
services to all juvenile, adult misdemeanor and gross 
misdemeanor offenders in the County.  We provide the 
core corrections services generally available in rural 
Minnesota, but we feel we have an exceptional 
Community Services Program that plays a major role in 
both our juvenile and adult sentences.  Our greatest 
Agency asset is that we have a very experienced staff 
(four of our six Probation Officers are Career Corrections 
Agents) who provide a high level of service to our 
communities. 
 

If you are interested in knowing more about our agency 
programs or statistics breaking down our caseload by 
offenders or offenses, please go to our County website 
(www.co.otter-tail.mn.us) and you will find our annual 
report and program description available for your review. 

TTeeeenn  DDrruugg  UUssee  DDeecclliinneess 
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CCoouunnttyy  HHiigghhlliigghhttss……..OOtttteerr  TTaaiill  CCoouunnttyy  

FFrroonntt  rrooww::    DDeessttaa  LLuuttzzwwiicckk,,  JJooaannnniiee  GGoonnttaarreekk,,  JJoohhnn  SSttoorreeiimm,,  
KKaarrii  SScciilllleeyy,,  JJuuddii  KKnniicckk,,  LLaauurraa  PPrriieevvee  

  

BBaacckk  rrooww::    AAmmyy  KKaammppaa,,  AAnnggiiee  SScchhrreeaaddeerr,,  BBllaakkee  JJoohhnnssoonn,,    
CChhuucckk  KKiittzzmmaann,,  JJeeffff  GGoonnttaarreekk  

 http://www.lawmoose.com/index.cfm?Action=L
ibrary.&Topic=MN87 

 



How is Methamphetamine used and what 
are the short and long-term health effects? 
 

Methamphetamine comes in many forms and can be smoked, 
snorted, orally ingested, or injected. The preferred method of use 
varies among geographical regions, and the drug alters moods in 
different ways, depending on how it is taken. This powerfully 
addictive stimulant is associated with serious health conditions, 
including memory loss, aggression, psychotic behavior, and 
potential brain damage; it also contributes to increased 
transmission of hepatitis and HIV/AIDS. 

  

AAddddiittiioonnaall  HHeeaalltthh  PPrroobblleemmss  RReessuullttiinngg  FFrroomm  
MMeetthhaammpphheettaammiinnee  UUssee  FFrroomm  SShhoorrtt--tteerrmm  UUssee::    

 

Physical problems, including:  
• Elevated blood pressure  
• Hyperthermia (elevated body temperature)  
• Increased respiration  
• Convulsions  
• Acute lead poisoning if pregnant, birth defects to the 

developing fetus  
Psychological problems, including:  

• Insomnia  
• Psychosis - including hallucinations  
• Paranoia  
• Suicidal tendencies  
• Cognitive problems  

From Long-term Use:  
Physical problems, including:  

• Heart problems (including ischemia and arrhythmia)  
• Difficulties swallowing  
• Facial flushing (hyperpyrexia)  
• Irreversible, stroke producing damage to small blood 

vessels in the brain  
• Malnutrition and weight loss  
• Permanent neurological damage  
• Dental problems  

Psychological problems, including:  
• Insomnia  
• Psychosis - including hallucinations  
• Paranoia  
• Suicidal tendencies  

Cognitive problems 
 

Common street names for                             
Methamphetamine: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Depression and Other Co-Occurring Disorders are Highly 
Correlated With Substance Dependence or Abuse 
For many people, the winter holiday period is not a time of 
excitement and joyousness. There is the stress of dealing 
with family and friends, holiday crowds at the mall, 
increased demands at work and home, and for some, 
extreme feelings of sadness, hopelessness, and isolation.  
During the winter, these feelings are often described as the 
holiday blues, however persistent feelings of sadness, 
anxiousness, and pessimism may be signs that a person is 
suffering from depression.  
Most people with a depressive illness do not seek treatment, 
although the great majority-even those whose depression is 
extremely severe-can be helped. 1 Unfortunately, some 
people "self-medicate" by overindulging in drinking or other 
forms of substance abuse as a method of temporarily feeling 
less depressed. Individuals who have a mental disorder as 
well as an alcohol or drug use disorder are categorized as 
having "co-occurring disorders." 
Snapshot of the Problem  
Among adults with Serious Mental Illness (SMI) in 2002,  

• an estimated 4.0 million adults also met the criteria 
for substance dependence or abuse within the year 
prior to the survey (see definitions of terms to the 
right), 2  

• 2.4 million were dependent on or abused alcohol 
only. About 0.8 million abused illicit drugs in 
addition to alcohol. Approximately 0.9 million 
were dependent on or abused an illicit drug only,2  

• the percentage of those dependent on or abusing 
illicit drugs (23.2 percent) was almost 3 times the 
percentage of that for adults without SMI (8.2 
percent),2 and  

• the percentage of binge drinkers was greater than 
that of the non-SMI population: 28.8 percent were 
binge drinkers. In the non-SMI population, 23.9 
percent of adults were binge drinkers.2  

Note: The rate of past year alcohol use among adults with 
SMI was almost the same as the rate among adults without 
SMI (71.1 vs. 69.7 percent, respectively, in 2002). However, 
SMI was correlated with binge drinking. 
 
Past Year Substance Dependence or Abuse among 
Adults Aged 18 or Older, by Serious Mental Illness:  

Men and Methamphetamine Statistics of Interest 
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Minnesota Corrections Commissioner Joan Fabian 
was named Corrections Person of the Year by the 
Minnesota Corrections Association (MCA) at its Fall 
Training Institute held October 27-29 in Duluth, 
Minnesota. The award recognizes outstanding 
contributions to the field of Corrections in Minnesota.  
 

"Working in corrections is an incredible 
responsibility, and an awesome and rewarding 
profession," Commissioner Fabian said. "I'm so proud 
to be a part of the best corrections community in the 
country, and grateful for this great honor from MCA 
and my colleagues."  
 

Commissioner Fabian, of North Branch, began her 
corrections career in 1966 as a group supervisor at the 
Hennepin County Detention Center. She joined the 
Ramsey County Community Corrections Department 
in 1970, serving as a probation officer; Domestic 
Relations Division director; Juvenile Division 
director; and ultimately department director for 14 
years. As department director, Fabian initiated and 
implemented a visioning process for all employees 
that defined and established agency goals and values. 
She increased employment of staff of color by 12 
percent. She oversaw construction of a 100-bed 
Juvenile Detention Center and security additions at 
Boys Totem Town and the Workhouse. During her 
tenure, production also began on the Ponds at Battle 
Creek Golf Course, a joint effort of Ramsey County 
Community Corrections and the Parks and Recreation 
Department that uses inmate labor for ongoing 
maintenance of the facility grounds and buildings.  
 

In 2003, Governor Tim Pawlenty appointed Fabian as 
State Corrections Commissioner. She has been faced 
with managing the state's prison crowding problem 
and a serious budget shortfall. As commissioner, 
Fabian also serves as a member of the Minnesota 
Sentencing Guidelines Commission, CriMNet Policy 
Group and Supreme Court Drug Task Force. 
 

In announcing the award, MCA noted, “There is not 
much in corrections that Commissioner Fabian has not 
experienced firsthand.  She’s experienced, bright and 
knowledgeable – and a true leader.  She clearly 
understands the issues, asks staff for input to which 
she truly listens, and makes sound decisions."  
 

MCA also recognized Lieutenant Joan Thorsten 
with a Professional Achievement Award. Lt. Thorsten, 
who works at the Minnesota Correctional  

 
 
Facility-Willow River/Moose Lake, was recognized 
for her work with sergeants at the facility, helping 
them identify and address facility issues and improve 
operations.  
 

Thistledew Camp, a program of the Minnesota 
Department of Corrections, received the MCA 
President's Award for creativity, resourcefulness, and 
innovation. Located in Togo, Minnesota, Thistledew 
began operations in 1955, working with serious 
youthful offenders from across the state. In 1970, the 
camp began working with a wide variety of male 
adolescents who have committed crimes. As of this 
year, Thistledew has provided programming to over 
8,000 children. Thistledew is known for top quality, 
effective programming using best practices, 
restorative justice, and cognitive tools. A 1995 
legislative audit rated Thistledew as "one of the most 
successful delinquency prevention programs in the 
State of Minnesota."  
 

Therese McCoy, of Scott County Court Services, 
received the MCA Board of Directors Award for 
exemplary service to MCA members through 
participation in association activities. McCoy has held 
significant positions on the board, including serving as 
president in 2000. She has also served on various 
committees and is regarded as an expert within the 
association on legislative matters. McCoy was cited 
for exemplifying the meaning of dedication and 
commitment to MCA.  
 

MCA is a non-profit organization dedicated to 
promoting professional development as well as ethical 
and just correctional practice. For more information 
about MCA, visit www.mncorrections or 
mca/default.htm.  
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Thistledew Camp was established in 1955 as a correctional 
facility and was initially designed as a work camp for young 
offenders.  Today, Thistledew Camp is a Minnesota 
Department of Corrections facility serving juveniles thirteen to 
eighteen years 
of age.  
Thistledew 
accepts referrals 
from all 
counties in 
Minnesota and 
works with 
adjudicated 
youth and 
youth-at-risk.  
In recent years Thistledew has gone through many changes to 
improve our ability to effectively work with youth and also 
meet the needs of placement agencies.  Our goal has been to 
continue a program that emphasizes accountability and 
responsible change while incorporating best practices into 
program improvements. 
 

In June of 2001 an independent consultant completed an 
evaluation of our program using the Corrections Program 
Assessment Inventory (CPAI).  The CPAI is an instrument for 
scoring a correctional program on the presence or absence of a 
number of best practices that are known through research and 
clinical experience to be effective in reducing criminal 
recidivism.  The CPAI has evaluated 135 programs across the 
nation awarding an average score of 35%.  Thistledew’s score 
was 72% placing Thistledew in the “excellent” range.  The 
report concludes:  “This overall score of 72% means that the 
Thistledew program ranks in the top 10% of corrections 
programs for juveniles.” 
 

The overall result of looking at best practices has directed us 
toward many positive changes.  We use a restorative justice 
model and incorporate a cognitive skills curriculum into all of 
our programs.  Thistledew currently offers two program 
choices, and we are planning to add another option in the near 
future.   
 

TThhiissttlleeddeeww’’ss  33--wweeeekk  pprrooggrraamm::    
 

Wilderness Endeavors is a year-round program for juvenile 
males or females.  Boys and girls participate in entirely 
separate programs with gender responsive themes and 
practices.  Our purpose is to provide each student with a 
very safe but challenging environment in which to discover 
and develop tools for change and personal growth.  The 
course includes intensive adventure activities and 
wilderness travel. Wilderness Endeavors uses teaching 
methodologies to help each youth “process” the  
experiences and transfer them to  
real life situations. This methodology involves  

 
individual and group processing, daily check-ins, journal 
writing, daily themes and activity debriefings.  
 

Thistledew’s 3-month residential program:  
 

This option for juvenile males focuses on accountability, 
restorative justice, cognitive skills, education, and 
wilderness therapy programming.  Thistledew's educational 
component offers opportunity for success that students do 
not experience 
in a public 
school setting 
while providing 
services for 
students with a 
variety of 
educational 
needs including 
GED services.  
Classroom 
teachers are certified in Learning Disabilities (LD) or 
Emotional Behavior Disorder (EBD).  Three months of 
Aftercare/Transition Services are provided for all youth 
who graduate from this program.  The Aftercare agent 
meets periodically with the youth and his family following 
graduation from Thistledew Camp, and also maintains 
contact with referring agencies, provides assistance with 
school enrollment, helps access community resources, etc. 
 

Drug Treatment Program: 
 

Plans are currently underway to provide juvenile males 
with a drug treatment program focusing on 
methamphetamine use.  This twenty-four week program 
will include 
twelve weeks at 
Thistledew 
beginning with a 
three-week intake 
period, six weeks 
of treatment, and 
three weeks of 
wilderness 
therapy followed 
by twelve weeks of intensive Aftercare upon release from 
the facility. We anticipate establishing our first intake 
group in February 2005. 
 

Thistledew is pleased to offer a reduced per diem rate for 
IV-E eligible youth.  Although no federal funds are 
available for this program, Thistledew and the Minnesota 
Department of Corrections will provide the funding that 
allows a reduced per diem. For additional information, 
please contact Intake Coordinator, Lola DuMarce, at 218-
376-4411 or (direct line) 376-4680.  
www.thistledewcamp.com  

 
 

PPrroobbaattiioonn PPaarrttnneerrss 
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NNaattiioonnaall  MMeennttaall  HHeeaalltthh  
AAssssoocciiaattiioonn''ss  22000055  AAnnnnuuaall  

CCoonnffeerreennccee  
Justice for All:  

June 9-11, 2005 in 
Washington, D.C. 

 

http://www.nmha.org/annualconference/i
ndex.cfm 

"Co-Occurring Disorders in the 
Juvenile Justice System"  

April 19-23, 2005 
Wyndham City Center Hotel 

Washington, D.C. 
For more details go to: 

http://www.juvjustice.org/ 

AAmmeerriiccaann  CCoorrrreeccttiioonnaall  AAssssoocciiaattiioonn  
113355tthh  CCoonnggrreessss  ooff  CCoorrrreeccttiioonn    

BBaallttiimmoorree,,  MMDD  
AAuugguusstt  66  ––  1111,,  22000055    

TThheemmee::  BBuuiillddiinngg  AAlllliiaanncceess  ffoorr  aa  
SSttrroonnggeerr  VVooiiccee  iinn  CCoorrrreeccttiioonnss  

FFoorr  mmoorree  ddeettaaiillss  ggoo  ttoo::  
hhttttpp::////wwwwww..aaccaa..oorrgg//ccoonnffeerreenncceess//ssuummmm

eerr0055//bbaallttppdd..aasspp  

  
 

CCrriimmee  PPrreevveennttiioonn    
TTrraaiinniinngg  CCoouurrssee  
JJaannuuaarryy  1100,,  22000055  

PPlleeaassee  ccaallll  CChhaarrlleess  RRiixx  ffoorr  mmoorree  
iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn  oorr  ffoorr  rreeggiissttrraattiioonn  aatt  

  665511--779933--11110099..  

MMAACCPPOO''ss  CCaappiittooll  DDaayy  

February 23rd, 2005 
7:a.m. to 9:00 a.m. 
Kelly Inn, St. Paul 

First Floor Conference Room 

Go to website for more details: 
http://www.mncorrections.org/ 

9th Annual MAPSA Conference 
April 14, 2005 

Landmark Center in St. Paul 
More details to come. 

AAPPPPAA  3300tthh  AAnnnnuuaall  
TTrraaiinniinngg  IInnssttiittuuttee  
JJuullyy  2244  ––  2277,,  22000055  

FFoorr  mmoorree  ddeettaaiillss  ggoo  ttoo::    
wwwwww..aappppaa--nneett..oorrgg  

  

NCIA Enterprise 2005 National Training Conference & Exposition 
National Correctional Industries Organization 

April 10-13, 2005 
Hyatt Regency 

Minneapolis, Minnesota 
For more details go to: http://www.nationalcia.org/e2004/e2004.html 

 

TThhee  1144tthh  WWoorrlldd  CCoonnggrreessss  ooff  
CCrriimmiinnoollooggyy  

IInntteerrnnaattiioonnaall  SSoocciieettyy  ooff  CCrriimmiinnoollooggyy  
AAuugguusstt  77--1122,,  22000055  

PPhhiillaaddeellpphhiiaa,,  PPeennnnssyyllvvaanniiaa  
TThheemmee::  PPrreevveennttiinngg  ccrriimmee  aanndd  

pprroommoottiinngg  jjuussttiiccee::  vvooiicceess  ffoorr  cchhaannggee  
FFoorr  mmoorree  ddeettaaiillss  ggoo  ttoo::  

hhttttpp::////wwwwww..wwoorrllddccrriimmiinnoollooggyy22000055..oorrgg//  
  

 

MMAACCPPOO  aanndd  MMCCAA  aarree  ‘‘TTooggeetthheerr  
AAggaaiinn’’  iinn  SStt..  CClloouudd,,  MMNN  

FFeebbrruuaarryy  1166tthh  aanndd  1177tthh,,  22000055  
CChheecckk  tthhee  wweebbssiittee  ffoorr  rreeggiissttrraattiioonn::  

wwwwww..mmnnccoorrrreeccttiioonnss..oorrgg  



 

Daarrnneellll  BBrreetthhoorrsstt  aanndd    
AAmmyy  HHeerrttzzoogg 

Membership Committee 
 Co-Chairs 

CChhuucckk  KKiittzzmmaann  
TTrreeaassuurreerr  

Steve Paquay 
Legislative  Committee 

Traci Green 
Training & Ed. Chair

JJAANNUUAARRYY  TTRREEAASSUURREERR’’SS  RREEPPOORRTT  
  

 

I have completed our financial report 
for the Support Staff Conference we 
held in October, 2004.  We actually 
saw a small profit from that event this 
year.  Our expenses were $4,625.21 
and our income was $4,700.00.  A big 
thank you to Les Schultz for 
overseeing that event.  The conference 
has proven to be very popular with 

support staff and attendance has been excellent. 
 

I continue to receive membership money and just want to remind 
individuals and agencies to maintain their memberships so that 
we continue to be financially strong and are able to represent our 
members effectively.   
 

I plan to give a financial report at the Winter Conference and will 
be available to answer and questions you might have relating to 
MACPO’s finances.  Until then, here are our current fund 
balances as of January 5, 2005.   
 

Wells Fargo 
Checking Balance            

$21,831.63 
 

Bremer Bank 
Certificate of Deposit      

$16,143.95 

Waddell & Reed 
Money Market Account        

$16,299.33 

Waddell & Reed 
Bond Fund                 

$10,177.95 
 

 
 

MMEEMMBBEERRSSHHIIPP  CCOOMMMMIITTTTEEEE  RREEPPOORRTT  
  

Our committee continues to stay busy this winter with 
speaking engagements at colleges and career fairs.  We will be 
attending the Mankato State Career Fair on 2/2/05 and the 
Public Colleges Career fair on 2/18/05. 
 

We look forward to seeing you 
all at the joint MACPO/MCA 
Winter Conference on 
February 16-17, 2005, in St. 
Cloud, MN.  Please look for 
the MACPO booth at the 
conference, we will be selling 
MACPO apparel.  Stop by and 
check us out! 
 

May is right around the corner, 
so, if any members know of 
college students or interns that 

are interested in applying for the MACPO Spring Conference 
Student Scholarship, please contact Darnell or Amy for an 
application.  The student scholarship pays for the registration, 
meals and lodging for two college students to attend the 
conference at Ruttger’s Bay Lake Lodge on May 25-27, 2005. 
  
  

DDaarrnneellll  BBrreetthhoorrsstt  aanndd  AAmmyy  HHeerrttzzoogg,,    
MMeemmbbeerrsshhiipp  CCoommmmiitttteeee  CCoo--CChhaaiirrss  

TTRRAAIINNIINNGG  AANNDD  EEDDUUCCAATTIIOONN  CCOOMMMMIITTTTEEEE  
RREEPPOORRTT  

  
  

The MACPO and MCA are "Together 
Again".  Register now for the Joint 
Winter Conference on February 16 
and 17th, 2005.  This year we will be 
at the Holiday Inn in St. Cloud.  You 
can reserve your rooms now.  If you 
have not received the registration in 
the mail, it is available on the website.   
 

We are proud to offer the following 
sessions; "The Culture of Poverty" 
by Jodi Pfar, "The Art of 

Understanding and Getting Along with People” by Jermaine 
Davis, “Nobody Taught Me to Lead the Horse” by Sue 
EckMaahs and "Against All Odds" by Walter Smith.  We are 
excited about the quality and variety of training we are 
offering this year.   

 

Traci Green 
Training and Ed Chair 

  
  
  

LLEEGGIISSLLAATTIIVVEE  CCOOMMMMIITTTTEEEE  RREEPPOORRTT  
  
  

  

The elections are over and another 
Legislative Session is about to 
begin.  In addition to the unfinished 
business of bonding for State 
building projects, there are a number 
of unfinished policy issues that still 
need to be addressed.  Add to this 
the fact that this new session is the 
State’s budget session, and you can see that this will be, once 
again, an interesting few months! 
 

Your MACPO Legislative Committee has drafted its initiatives 
and our lobbyist has been meeting with other correctional 
organizations.  We are also working on developing a stronger 
relationship with the Association of Minnesota Counties,   
(AMC), this year. In addition to developing some policy bills, we 
will be focusing on attempting to secure additional funding for 
probation services.  We recognize that this will be a difficult task.  
We have met with representatives of the DOC, but until the 
Governor’s budget is announced on January 25, we do not have 
access to the DOC’s budget line items including CPO 
reimbursement. 
 

Please mark your calendars for MACPO’s “Capitol Day” on 
February 23rd.  We are inviting all Minnesota corrections 
professionals to attend.  For those who R.S.V.P., our lobbyist will 
formally invite their local legislators to attend.  In the past, 
“Capitol Day” has been a forum to present our legislative 
initiatives, to meet and ask questions of key legislators, and to 
visit with our local legislators in a relaxed setting.   It is 
imperative that we have a good turn out, so please attend this 
important event! 
 

As always, should you have any questions on MACPO positions, 
or ideas for new legislation, feel free to contact either myself, or 
Lana.  
 

Steven Paquay 
MACPO Legislative Committee Chair 
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Happy New Year to all.  Our 
featured county this issue is 
Ottertail County.  Hats off to 
you folks!    We also feature, 
as part of our new series of 
"Probation Partners" 
Thistledew Camp.  Be sure to 
read about this great program.   
 

We continue to bring you articles about 
Methamphetamine as it is having a huge impact on the 
prison population and our caseloads.  We will continue 
to research this issue and report our findings. 
 
More great training is available-mark your calendars for 
the joint MACPO/ MCA conference February 16th and 
17th at the Holiday Inn in St. Cloud.  The Training and 

Education Committee has done another great job of 
bringing us cutting edge training.  See you there.  Anne 
 

  

CCOOMMMMUUNNIICCAATTIIOONN  CCOOMMMMIITTTTEEEE  CCoo--CChhaaiirr  CCoorrnneerr…… 

MMAACCPPOO  EEXXEECCUUTTIIVVEE  CCOOMMMMIITTTTEEEE  --  22000044--22000055  MMAACCPPOO  OOFFFFIICCEERRSS  
 

President 
Melanie Courrier 
Pope County Court Services 
130 E. Minnesota Ave. 
Glenwood, MN 56334 
W: 320-634-5742 
Fax: 320-634-0369 
melanie.courrier@co.pope.mn.us  
 

Past President 
Les Schultz 
Brown County Court Services 
PO Box 248 
New Ulm, MN 56073 
W: 507-233-6621 
les.schultz@co.brown.mn.us 
 

 Treasurer 
Chuck Kitzman 
Ottertail County Court Services 
121 W. Junius 
Fergus Falls, MN  56537 
W: 218-998-8500 
Fax: 218-998-2265 
ckitzman@co.ottertail.mn.us 
 

Secretary 
Margaret Munson 
Wright County Court Services 
10 NW 2nd St. 
Buffalo, MN 55313 
W: 763-682-7305 
margaret.munson@co.wright.mn.us 
 

 

CPO Director 
J. Hancuch 
Isanti County Court Services 
555 18th Ave. S.W. 
Cambridge, MN 55008 
W: 763-689-8329 
Fax: 763-689-8325 
jhancuch@co.isanti.mn.us 
 

Membership Committee 
Darnell Brethorst 
Wright County Court Services 
10 NW 2nd Street 
Buffalo, MN 55313 
W: 763-682-7711 
Fax: 763-682-7943 
darnell.brethorst@co.wright.mn.us 
 

Amy Hertzog 
Wright County Court Services 
10 NW 2nd Street 
Buffalo, MN 55313 
W: 763-684-4510 
Fax: 763-682-7943 
amy.hertzog@co.wright.mn.us 
 

Communications Co-Chairs 
Anne Riley 
Chisago County Court Services 
313 N. Main St., Room 124 
Center City, MN 55012 
W: 651-213-0388 
Fax: 651-213-0173 
ariley@co.chisago.mn.us   and 
 

 

Tim MacMillan 
Scott County Court Services 
Government Center JC 148 
200 4th Ave. W. 
Shakopee, MN 55349 
tmacmillan@co.scott.mn.us 
 
Legislative Committee Co-Chairs 
Steve Paquay 
Chisago County Court Services 
313 N. Main St., Room 124 
Center City, MN 55012 
W: 651-213-0388 
slpaqua@co.chisago.mn.us 
 
Lana Bjorgum 
Itasca County Court Services 
115 NE 5th Street 
Grand Rapids, MN 55744 
W: 218-327-2869 
Fax: 218-327-7446 
lana.bjorgum@co.itasca.mn.us 
 
Training & Education 
Traci Green 
Brown County Probation 
PO Box 248 
New Ulm, MN 56073 
W: 507-233-6634 
Fax: 507-233-6649 
traci.green@co.brown.mn.us  
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